DISCIPLESHIP: MATURING!

AN INTERCESSOR!
The word ‘intercessor’ is one which is not in common usage today, and so for many of us, it doesn't mean a great deal. Yet it is a word that expresses so much love and concern, caring and pity, deep feeling and desire for the good of others.  It is a word we really need to get back into our vocabulary.
In the days of the all powerful emperors and kings there were many times when people needed an intercessor, one who would get between them and the authority figure, and plead their case, often at the risk of incurring the wrath of the one in power.
The most perfect example of this is of course Jesus Christ himself, and to come to understand the term as God sees it, we need to look at how Jesus carried out this task. (Is.53:12)
To be a successful intercessor one must first be blameless and innocent oneself. Jesus was, and is, of course, the perfect intercessor, the spotless Lamb of God. (Jh.l:29, Heb.9:13-14, 1Pet.1:18-19, Heb.7:26-27)
And we too, as long as we abide in Christ and he abides in us, and fully avail ourselves of the cleansing power of Jesus’ blood, are blame​less and innocent before God, and therefore can be successful intercessors also. (Jh.l5:7, 1Jh.l:7 & 9, 2Pet.3:13-14)
He, Jesus Christ, now continues in glory to inter​cede for the saints (Rom.8:34, Heb.7:25, 1Jh.2:1-2, 1Tim.2:5), and is calling us to join with him, following his example. (1Pet.2:21)
As intercessors we must be willing, if necessary, to bear the wrath of God toward the sinner. (Rom.5:7, Ex.32:31-32, Ezek.22:29-30, Col.1:24)
Remember, he wants us to be intercessors for all mankind, especially those in authority. (1Tim.2:1-4, Mk.ll:17, Jh.3:16-17)  He wants us to be intercessors for the saints, especially for those with spiritual gifts which carry authority and responsibility in the Lord. (2Thess.3:1-2, Rom.l5:30, Eph.6:18, Ps.106:23)  He wants us to be intercessors for the lost and ungodly, even for our enemies. (Luk.23:34, Acts 7:59-60, Rom.9:1-5, Matt.5:44-45)
He wants us to be intercessors for those who have slipped back. (1Jh.5:16, Jas.5:14-16, Ecc.4:9-10, Luk.22:31-32)  And his great love for the lost, the misled, the driven away, coupled with his great desire for intercessors, is laid out so clearly in the Word. (Jh.3:16-17, 2Pet.3:9, 1Tim.2:4, Is.59:16, Ecc.3:15 RSV, Ezek.22:30)

CHRISTIAN TRACT OUTREACH, 
C/o Danny & Terri Maher, P.O. Box 9059, 
Wynnum Plaza, Qld. 4178, Australia, 
Ph.07 3396 1630

Email: danny@christiantractoutreach.com
www.ChristianTractOutreach.com 
PAGE  
2

